[image: image1.jpg]


     Phragmipedium Grande ‘Lynn Valley’:

         A Rewarding Plant
Many variations exist for the very popular, primary hybrid, Phragmipedium Grande. The color palette ranges from mahogany and bronzy blends down to the palest of pinks and greens; midway on this scale is P. Grande ‘Lynn Valley’ (photo). This fascinating orchid is widely grown by phrag enthusiasts in Ontario’s Niagara Peninsula, Canada. The captivating caramel-colored pouch, with splashes of brick-red markings ringing the rim, commands quite a presence on the Show Table at local orchid chapter meetings.  The long, rosy-toned petals, draped gracefully over the edge of the table, never fail to catch the judge’s eye. Frequently, the plant is awarded a first place spot in its division.  In addition, the very coveted huge-size Grower of the Month ribbon might even be given to the plant’s grower at the end of the meeting, if the judge considers it to be the most outstanding among the 30 or 40 entries displayed. This award carries with it several points, adding to the annual tally for the chapter member towards the ultimate Grower of the Year Award.

Anyone who grows phrags, however, is well aware of the challenges: maintaining moisture at the root zone, preventing water from collecting in the crown, providing high enough light for flowering and finally, following a suitable fertilizing program.

By Carol W. (Ontario,Canada) plantperson42@hotmail.com One year member, GLVOS. 
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Current pursuit:  Joining other orchid chapter members for a workshop series on In Vitro Orchid Seed Propagation. We’re thrilled for this opportunity, since the instructor is a science teacher with lots of technology/biology background, who helps out in the U. of Waterloo Labs (same turf as RIM, the BlackBerry developers).  How lucky can we get? Many students in this workshop are trained in biochemistry but, at least two individuals are just ordinary farm folk, (like myself); after years of preserving/pressure-cooker canning, we want to take our experiences to a whole new level.  If we come up with any weird, intricately-wired Cattleya warneri, we’ll let you know. Better stay tuned! Over and out.     







